Conclusion

John and Ezekiel saw visions. In the spirit, thagd la preview of the perfected
body of Christ. They saw in a picture God’s plam dnueprint for a glorious future
reality. God, who sees the end from the beginrsegs it already complete. They were
privileged to see through his eyes

Jesus saw with eyes of faith what his disciplesewgring to become. He could
say to them.You are the light of the worldywhen they were just taking the first steps
of their spiritual journey, and still full of theany failings we no doubt see in ourselves.
Jesus believed in them and spoke in faith of whey were going to be, and already
were in the sight of Gad

We do not yet see the completed body of Christ. & a building still under
construction, largely hidden by scaffolding. We sagd, rubble and debris all over the
building site. We can look at our own failures,ssand inadequacies and feel we can
never be the light of the world, the bread of Itfeg way, the truth and the life. But that
is not what God does. He sees the completed arfielcpeat building. He looks at us, as
Jesus looked at his disciples, and sees what wgoarg to be. In faith Jesus says to us,
‘Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Fathgredect’ (Mat 5:48). And we press
forward for the prize of the high calling of GodJdasus Christ
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Bible quotations are taken from the NIV or retrated.

the light of the world. If he is the way, the trighd the life, then we also are the way,
the truth and the life.

May God make these things a glorious reality ih us

Before Abraham was| am

Lastly we will consider these words that so infteththe Jews. Jesus existed before
Abraham was on the earth, and no one who in anybeagves in him doubts this

Did we also exist before Abraham came to earth?eMord more people these
days believe that we did

What say the scriptur@s

The book of Ecclesiastes makes a clear pronounderiien dust returns to the
ground it came from, and the spirit returns to @d gave it'(Ecc 12: 7). The word
return cannot mean anything other than to go baekhiere you have come from

Other familiar Bible passages have strong implisation this subject

Paul describing the state of the unbeliever wrgted, who is rich in mercy, made
us alive with Christ even when we were dead indgagssions(Eph 2: 5). John uses
similar language:We know that we have passed from death to [(fie'John 3: 14).
Unbelievers, according to both Paul and John, raee state of death. The word dead,
according if you look in a dictionary, means nodenalive. In other words, you have
to be alive first before you can be dead. You kndvenever you see a dead animal or
bird or plant that it was previously alive. Theiptural teaching that the natural man is
in a state of death implies that he had previobebn alive in some other state

Paul also wroteHe chose us in Him (Christ) before the foundatidrthe world,
that we should be holy and blameless before HEph 1: 4). Were we chosen before
we existed? It's possible, but it certainly maketidr sense if we already existed before
the foundation of the world at the time when we avehosen. This scripture also
suggests an existence before we came into thislworl

This life then is a brief stopover in time betwéawn eternities

| have written more on this subject in a separdtel@ entitledPre-existence.



Death, likewise, can come at any time through fact@mpletely outside our control.
Both these great events are totally in the handzoaf

Physical life is a picture of spiritual life. Sgiral life is union with God. Spiritual
death is separation from him. Jesus sdidis is eternal life: that they may know you,
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you kaw¢ (John 17: 3).

Spiritual birth is the beginning of spiritual lif&rom then all spiritual activity
becomes possible. We can eat and drink and walkadkh the spirit. We can pray and
worship God

Jesus gives us this spiritual life. He not onlyegithis life, but he himsel§ the
life. When we receive him, we receive life

He said to his disciple&;le who receives you receives Me, and he who reseiv
Me receives Him who sent MéMat 10: 40). We are in Him, and He is in us. That
means that anyone who receives us is thereby iageivm. When they receive him,
they receive life.

The spirit of Christ both in Jesus and in us is 8piritual life

TheTrueVine

Jesus said] am the vine; you are the branch€dohn 15: 5). This was the last
great'l| am’ statement that he made. He spoke these words imittéle of his long
discourse the night before he died. The centrah¢hef that discourse was the great
differences that would come to the disciples whay treceived the Holy Spirit.

Of all the trees in the land of Israel that Jesudd have chosen, he selected the
vine. He could easily have said, “I am the palne;tngou are the branches.” The vine
and the palm tree both bear fruit, but their appeces are very different. A palm tree
has a long clearly defined trunk and branchesdhatalmost leaves. Its branches are
completely different from its trunk. A vine is madp entirely of branches and has no
clearly defined trunk at all. In other words, theeiisits branches

We could easily think that the palm tree would hbgen a better picture of Jesus
and his followers. The long, strong trunk wouldresgent him, and the cluster of large
leaves at the top would be his followers

That however is not the picture he chose to reptdsmself and us. He chose the
vine, the one plant that is made up entirely ohbrees. We are totally identified with
him. He is the vine, and we are also the vine. Yédrahim, and a part of him

The vine perfectly illustrates what Jesus sd&e@main in me, and | in youJohn
15: 4). We have no separate identity from him. & are in him, and he is in us, then
whatever he is we are. If he is the Son of Godalse are sons of God. If he is the bread
of life, then we also are the bread of life. Ifieghe light of the world, then we also are

I ntroduction

The prophet Ezekiel and John in the book of Reimidtoth saw visions of four
living beings. Each saw a lion, an ox, a man anitiyiag eagle. By the amazing
supernatural design of God, these four beings spomded in order to the four gospels
of the New Testament. Matthew’'s biography of Jegesvs him as a king, which
corresponds to the lion. Mark sees him as a serwdmth is the nature of the ox. Luke
views Jesus as a man. John sees him as Son of&poesented by the eagle flying in
the heavens.

Jesus has the two extreme opposite roles of kidgarvant. He also combines the
irreconcilably different natures of man and SoiGofl. Irreconcilably different, that is,
to the minds of all who came before him, and tleagmajority of those who have lived
since his time, and even of those who have claitodx his followers.

That Jesus should be both king and servant, asagélbth man and Son of God is
a staggering revelation to the natural mind. Amglzinhowever, there is a further, yet
more surprising revelation hidden in the visionghaf four living beings. Not only is
Jesus king and servant, man and God; his followtss are called to these same
privileges. They too are to become kings and sésyamen and partakers of his divine
nature.

I have written in more detail on this subject inegarate article entitlethe Four
Living Beings. This writing is a sequel t®he Four Living Beings and will be clearer to
those who have already read what | wrote theres @ticle focuses and expands on the
fourth living being, the flying eagle. The flyinggle depicts Jesus the head, together
with the members of his body, as God.

The Divine Name

Moses stood before the burning bush and asked I@&duestion;What is your
name?”In answer God spoke the wordsam who | am’.From the Hebrew word for |
am (127X - ehyeh) came the name Yahweh. Basically thenywéahmeans | am

To the Jewish people, past and present, | am tsogpdhe divine name and was
and is utterly sacred. The third commandment sBysnot take the name of Yahweh,
your God emptily, for Yahweh will not hold him gtlidss who takes his name emptily.’
Jewish people will not even pronounce the namésfarof breaking this commandment.
When reading the scriptures aloud, they replaedtit Adonai meaningLord or ha-
shem meaningthe name.

Did Jesus follow this tradition? The answer is eatfgally, “No.” In John’s
gospel, which is the basis of this study, we fine words | am coming from the lips of



Jesus no less than 21 times. Interestingly, 2lhi@sygematria (numeric value) Dfiy,
(ehyeh), and is a multiple of 3 and 7, both of wahimbers are associated with God

Of course we use the wortlamin normal speech all the time. Anyone can say “I
am hungry” or “I am David” without implying that he God! We must look more
closely at the way Jesus used the words

Sometimes he used the wordam to make incredible statements about himself,
such asl am the light of the worldor ‘I am the way, the truth and the lifa/e will
look at these claims individually later. Sometirhesused the wordsam on their own.

In John 8: 24 he said to the Jevilsyou do not believe that | am, you will die iroyr
sins.’ Later in the discussion in verse 58 he sdidfore Abraham was born, | am!
What was their reactionThey picked up stones to throw at HinTo them he was
claiming to be God. He was in clear breach of tikleltcommandment, and the penalty
for this in the Law of Moses was death by stoning

Soon after this event the Jews again attemptetbte slesus. The reason was the
same as before. He had just sdidand the Father are oneThe Jews made their
reasoning very clear:\We are not stoning you for any of these (good k&) replied
the Jews, “but for blasphemy, because you, a miarmaking yourself God.™

We can see how Jesus regarded himself. He kneamhisidentity. He knew he
was one with the Father. We must now ask how haerdegl his followers

As we read what he said to and about his disciplesfind that he continually
placed them on the same level as himself. He Saidd the Father are on@John 10:
30). Soon after he prayed for his disciples thia¢y may all be one; even as You, Father,
are in Me and | in You, that they also may be in &sthat the world may believe that
You sent Me'(John 17: 21).

The Divine Family

Jesus regarded God as his father. What about lfasvéys? Was God also their
father? He taught them to praQ@dur Father”.He said:Go to my brothers (and sisters)
and tell them, ‘I am returning to my Father andryBather, to my God and your God’
(John 20: 17).

Jesus was the Son of God. At his baptism, the Splyit descended on him, in
the form of a dove, and God spoke the wof@sis is my beloved son, in whom | am
well-pleased’(Mat 3: 17). We are probably too familiar with teewords to have
considered their implications. Never throughout Oé&stament history had any human
being described himself, or been described as @B60d. This was something totally
new and revolutionary.

When Jesus saitl,am the way (road)”this is the imagery that would have come
to the mind of his hearers. He was of course netkipg of the way to his Father’s
earthly house, but to his heavenly hause

That journey also starts in the low familiar plagi®ur natural experiences. It also
is long and arduous. It too ascends through unfamifiills and valleys and finally
reaches our Father’s house

Jesus himself is the way for us; and we in him la@dn us become the way for
others

The Truth

Pilate asked the questiofvhat is truth?’Jesus gave him no answer. Some
ancients believed this was because the answeriddearhin the question. They searched
and found that if you re-arranged the letters efghestioriQuid est veritasin Latin,
the language in which Pilate would have asked thestipn), you got the answer, ‘Est
vir qui adest’ meaning ‘It is the man who is prasefhe story may be questionable,
but its conclusion is spot on. Truth personifiedost before Pilate. If he could not
recognise truth standing in person before him, wimatls could Jesus speak that would
enlighten him? Every word that Jesus spoke was tilosvever, truth is more than
words. Everything that Jesus did was truth. Evetipa, every gesture, and every look
upon his face expressed the truth. ddeke the truth, hdived the truth and hevas the
truth — just as hegpoke the word of God, héived the word of God and heas the word
of God. The spirit that was in Jesus was the spiifituth

The same spirit that was in Jesus is also in hitybldss members also will speak
the truth, act the truth and be the truth. Theyl b a walking gospel and visible
demonstration of God to the remainder of mankingt &s Jesus is the truth, we also
are becoming the truth

ThelLife

Twice Jesus said he was / is the Lifeam the resurrection, and the lif&John 11:
25) and'| am the way, the truth, and the lif&John 14: 6). How can we understand this
spiritual mystery? What is life?

Physical life is a state of union between the gpsaul and body. At death this
union ends. Living people can engage in every kihdctivity of body and of mind.
They can eat, drink, sleep, walk and run. Theysgmak, think, laugh and cry. At death,
all such activity ceases. The soul and spirit lethe body, which soon begins to
disintegrate, until in due course all its identisy lost. We can control neither its
beginning nor its end

Strangely we have little or no control over the tmwost important events of our
lives. Birth can result from an impulsive, unpreritefetd act between two young people.



Jesus spoke these words to Martha when her briotizarus lay dead in the tomb.
They could have only one meaning for her — the ighysesurrection of her dead
brother. As of course we know, that was about tppka. Lazarus came back from
physical death into physical life. Not many dayteflesus himself appeared to do the
same thing. However, there were two big differen¢éslike Lazarus, Jesus did not
remain physically on this earth after his resuicectNeither did he die again

The resurrection of Lazarus fulfilled the wordsttasus spoke, but only in a
natural way. It was a visible demonstration andifeatation in the natural of the greater
and more important spiritual resurrection

Death means separation. Physical death is sepafaiim the body. Spiritual death
is separation from God. In Adam, all die the spalitdeath of separation from God. In
Christ, all will be made alive in spiritual unionittv God. Jesus does not offer
immortality in a physical body. Rather he givegdoesd and unending union with God.
This is resurrection and life

Jesus is our resurrection and our life, and thet gifiresurrection and life lives in
us.

The Way, the Truth and the Life

Jesus saidi am the way, the truth, and the lifeJohn 14: 6). How could anyone
say so much in one short sentence? Behind eadfesé three words lies a wealth of
imagery that points to and illustrates great sjtiteality.

The Way (or the Road)

These days, most countries have hundreds and thdsis# roads connecting
every town and village to all its neighbours, amdreconnecting each individual house
to the road network. In ancient times, things waifeerent. For the people of Galilee
there was just one important road. It went soutlieusalem. Every active male that
was able trod that road three times a year. Acogrth the scripturesThree times a
year all your men must appear before the LORD yaad at the place he will choose’
(Deut 16: 16). God later chose Jerusalem to beglzte. The disciples must have
walked that road many times in their lives, and/thad recently just walked it for the
final time with Jesus himself. For the people 0&&d, it was the road that led to the holy
city and the house of God. This journey meant legitle familiar surroundings of one’s
home town or village; temporarily leaving one’s mat occupation, and spending up to
one week on the road before reaching the all-ingnoridestination. For the disciples,
this journey began in the low-lying plains of Gedil and ascended up through the
Judean hills to Jerusalem

Was this sonship reserved for Jesus, or was it falsdiis followers? At the
beginning of John’s gospel we find the words:all who received him, to those who
believed in his name, he gave the right to becohnildren of God’'(John 1; 12). Paul
was even more explicitBecause you are sons, God sent the Spirit of disiBto our
hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Fathe(Gal 4: 6).

So the words of Jesus are plain. God is our fatierare his children. Jesus is our
elder brother. We are all one family

According to scripture and to common observatioeyg creature and every plant
produces offspring after its own kind. Genesis tdiap states this rather obvious truth
no less than 5 times! The great sea monsters ag Bving creature that moves after
their kind ... every winged bird after its kind ... lte land produce living creatures
according to their kinds. When God proclaimed thegus was his son, he was saying
that he had produced offspring after his own kidésus had the same nature and
attributes as God himself. Jesus was and is theoSGid.

God was not content with just one son! He wantsyn@fspring after his own
kind. He wants more sons and daughters who wibiiifnis nature and attributes. His
original purpose, stated at the beginning of Genesis to have a familyLet us make
man in our image, in our likenessié said (Gen 1: 26).

| Am

As we have seen, John’s gospel records the indegtilom’ statements that Jesus
made about himself.

| am the bread of lif¢6:35), | am the light of the world (8:12), | am the good
shepherq10:11),I am the doof10:7),1 am the resurrectio(11:25),l am the way, the
truth and the lif14:6),1 am the true vine (15:1).

As we are transformed to be like him, can we alsierthose same statements?
Can we say that we are the bread of life, the lagjhhe world, good shepherds, doors,
resurrection, the way, the truth and theife

Jesus emphasised thattiel nothing of himself . The Father who lived in him did
everything.'Don’t you believe that | am in the Father, andttiie Father is in me? The
words | say to you are not just my own. Ratheis ithe Father, living in me, who is
doing his work’ (John 14: 10). He went on to make the astonispirmgnise to his
disciples that he and the Father would live in theso.‘If anyone loves me, he will
obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and w#l wome to him and make our
home with him’(John 14:23).

The same spirit that was in Jesus is in us, hiplped hat spirit, living in Jesus,
was the bread of life, the light of the world, tteod shepherd, the door, the resurrection,



the way, the truth and the life. That same spivitng in us, is also the bread of life, the
light of the world, the good shepherd, the doce, rissurrection, the way, the truth and
the life.

TheBread of Life

Jesus made the first great | am statement at Caperi(which means the village
of the Comforter). He said. am the Bread of Life(John 6: 48). Jesus is the Bread of
Life. Are we also, or can we also be the Breadifef1

Jesus spoke of bread again at the last sugpertook bread, gave thanks and
broke it, and gave it to the disciples, sayifidiis is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me(Luke 22: 19). He said that the bread was his body
What did he mean by his body? His physical body giaen for us throughout his life
on earth and most specifically when he laid dovenlifié on the cross of Calvary. The
spiritual body of Christ is his people. Paul sé&id to the Corinthiansyou are the body
of Christ’ (1 Cor 12: 27); and to the Colossians body, which is the churcl{1: 24);
and in similar words to the Romans and the Ephestde also associated the bread with
the body when he wrote: ‘Since there is one brea&dwho are many are one body’ (1
Cor 10: 17).

So Jesus is the bread; the bread is his body;daig is his people. He is given for
his people, and his people are given for the wdiid people are the bread of life for
the starved and hungry multitudes of the human. rébey, with Jesus their head, are
the food for which the world is hungry. Only thealé body of Christ, the head and the
members, can satisfy its needs

Bread is made of many grains of wheat, which haenlfused together by baking.
Jesus spoke of himself as a grain of whéhtless a grain of wheat falls into the earth
and dieshe said;it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears muchifr (John 12:24). Those
many grains of wheat are his body

Jesus is the bread of life to us; and we - th&d say he in us - become the bread
of life for others

TheLight of theWorld

Jesus saidl am the light of the world{John 8: 12), but he also said plainly to his
disciples'You are the light of the world(Mat 5: 14). He did not say this to them after
he had risen from the dead and imparted the Holyt$p them, or even when he had
finished teaching them on earth. Right at the b@gop of his time with them he told
them they were the light of the world. His eye aithi could look past their many
weaknesses and failings, and see the perfecthédiproduct

He also looks at us in faith and say&u are the light of the world.’

Without Jesus the state of this world, and everyiang is darkness. He and his
body together are the light that shines, enlightand will enlighten the whole creation

We receive and follow Jesus, the light of the woaldd we ourselves become the
light of the world

The Door

At the beginning of John chapter 10 Jesus sagswho enters by the door is the
shepherd of the sheegde himself of course is that shepherd who enteimugh the
door. Later (in verse 9) he saysam the door (or gate); whoever enters through me
will be saved. He will come in and go out, and fipasture.’He is both the shepherd
and the door.

At night, the sheepfold is the best place for theep. In it they have protection,
warmth, and safety. Jesus is the door into the fdlden the day breaks and the sun
rises, everything changes. The fold is no longegretihe sheep should be. They must
go out. They must find pasture and water and takeecise. Again, Jesus is the door.
Without him, there is no way in to the shelter @afety of the fold for those outside.
There is no way out to the green pastures thatssential for life and growth for those
that are in the fold

First, we enter the fold through Jesus the dooenTle go out through him as the
door, and with him as our shepherd. Then he inacoimes the door through which
others may enter the fold, and go in and out amdl fiasture

The Good Shepherd

Jesus saidl am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays duasvife for the
sheep’(John 10: 11). In his last conversation with Pelesus spoke the wordBgeed
my sheep(John 21: 16). If we take the Greek words moreditg, he said;Shepherd
my sheep’Shortly after he indicated that Peter would atsodown his life

Two of the greatest men of ancient times were siejsh Both Moses and David
were feeding sheep when God called them to be sheplof his people

Today we have true shepherds and false shephendgrde shepherds are those
who are willing to lay down their lives for the e For a few, this may be the final act
of a consecrated life. For all true shepherdswulilisoe an ongoing, daily experience

First, we know the Good Shepherd; then we becorod ghepherds
The Resurrection

‘I am the resurrection and the life. He who bel®ie me will live, even though
he dies; and whoever lives and believes in meneler die. Do you believe this(@ohn
11: 25,26).



