and new believers will not come to maturity. Theyll wemain as
spiritual children or even babies. They will alse kasy prey for
spiritual wolves.

Prophets, shepherds and teachers are like pardrmisfeed and
clothe and educate their children and bring therauph the phases of
childhood until they become adults. They also mioteem from many
dangers that may lie in their pathway. Evangel&ts like midwives
who help babies come into the world.

These ministries are gifts from God and Jesus ¢octiurch. We
must pray and ask God to give them to us.

We must also recognise the ministries he has alrgagn to us.
We must recognise these ministries in ourselvesnachust recognise
them in others.

Maybe you are an evangelist. You must recognisedandlop your
ministry, and others must recognise you. You maskgifts of healing
that will be evidence to unbelievers that your ragssis true.

Maybe you are a teacher. Then you must wait on &utl seek
revelation from him. Going to Bible College andrldag from man is
good, but it is not enough. You must be taught oy Holy Spirit.
Others must recognise your gift and give you theoofunity to teach.

Maybe you are a shepherd. You also must be faithfuthe
ministry that God has given you. You must undeitand obey the
command that Jesus gave to Peteeed my sheep(John 21:17).

Maybe God is giving you a prophetic ministry. Yowshlearn to
hear God’s voice and bring his messages to hisl@eop

Maybe you have several of these ministries. May®n &5od has
called you to be an apostle. You must be faittdutdur calling.

When all these five ministries are functioning tlghin our
churches new believers will come to faith in Jeand be born again.
They will pass safely through the stages of sptitafancy, childhood
and adolescence till they become spiritually matamel strong adult
members of Christ’s body.

10

Five Ministries

Apostles
Prophets
Evangelists
Shepherds
Teachers
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They do not even know what is food and what is Netw believers are
similar. They cannot distinguish spiritual foodrfrepiritual poison.

How can we protect new believers from false mimes®® The
answer is true ministries. True ministries protgating believers from
false ministries.

Paul explained this to the Ephesians. Let's loo&im@t what he
wrote: “And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the eViatgjethe
shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints favdhe of ministry, for
building up the body of Christ, until we all attamthe unity of the faith
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to matusnimood, to the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Chresthat we may no longer
be children, tossed to and fro by the waves andechabout by every
wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftinessléceitful schemes”
(Eph 4:11-14).

Prophets have the gift of discerning of spiritsu@prophets can
recognise false prophets. Even if false prophees quoting many
scriptures, true prophets will know in their hedhat a false prophet is
not from God.

True teachers will recognise false teachers. Teschers will
understand the true meaning of the Scriptures ahdesognise wrong
interpretation. They will be able to explain whydahow the false
teaching is wrong.

Shepherds will want to protect and feed their shéatse teachers
are wolves in sheep’s clothing. Good shepherdspuitect their sheep
and drive wolves away. They will want their sheep have good
nourishing food which will bring them to maturity.

Prophets, teachers and shepherds must work togéthéring
young believers to maturity. Then they will be stanm the many false
prophets, teachers and shepherds that want taHeadastray.

Conclusion

Every church needs prophets, shepherds, teachérevamgelists.
The wider church also needs apostles. Without theiséstries young



spirits and he saw miracles. He probably usedhallnine gifts of the
Holy Spirit. Because he had experienced these flyiftsould write about
them. This kind of power is necessary for the ntigief an apostle.

Paul was an apostle and obviously also a teacltbamrevangelist.
Probably he was also a prophet and maybe a shepherd

Peter was an apostle and a powerful evangelist.n\iieepreached
on the day of Pentecost 3000 people believed (A@s$). He was also
clearly a shepherd. Almost the last words of Jésusm were,"Feed
my sheep’(John 21:17).

The work of an apostle is to establish churches.

False Ministries

In addition to true ministries, the Bible clearlyesks about false
ministries.

e Jesus spoke abotitlse prophets. “For false christs and
false prophets will arise and perform great signs and
wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, evenethct”
(Mat 24:24).

» Paul wrote aboufalse apostles. “For such men aré¢alse

apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as

apostles of Christ(2 Cor 11:13).
» Peter wrote aboutalse prophets andfalse teachers. “But

false prophets also arose among the people, just as there

will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in
destructive heresieg2 Pet 2:1).

» Jeremiah and Ezekiel spoke abdalse shepherds (see
Ezek chapter 34).

False apostles imitate true apostles. False prepingtate true
prophets. False teachers imitate true teacherse Fsdepherds imitate
true shepherds.

New believers are very vulnerable. Human babiekpuil anything
into their mouths. They cannot distinguish gooddfdmom bad food.

I ntroduction

In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul writes abaw different
ministries. These ministries are the gifts of Jasuss church.

In Eph 4:8 Paul wroté/Vhen he ascended on high ... he gave gifts
to men.”

In Eph 4:11 Paul tells us what these ministries are

* Apostles

* Prophets

* Evangelists
» Shepherds
* Teachers

In the following verses Paul describes the purpo$ethese
ministries

“...to equip the saints for the work of ministrgyfouilding up the
body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity tife faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhoothéaneasure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we maylonger be children,
tossed to and fro by the waves and carried abouévayy wind of
doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in dédegchemes”(Eph
4:12-14).

Paul travelled about the Roman Empire preachinggibspel of
Jesus Christ to people who had never heard his .nkary people
believed the message Paul brought them and expedea new birth
through the Holy Spirit. They became babies in §hri

Human babies are the most helpless offspring inthel animal
kingdom. At birth they cannot even move their bedwithout their
mother’'s help. They cannot eat solid food for savemonths. A year
passes before they can even walk and another yefarebthey can
communicate their needs. They take 15 or more yearsach physical
maturity. They need mothers and fathers and otekrehs and teachers



to bring them through the many years it takes themeach physical
and mental maturity.

God describes new believers as babies. Like hunadme$® they
must move from conception to birth. They must tlmeogress from
spiritual milk to solid spiritual food. They mustdrn to walk in the
spirit. They must gradually grow to spiritual matyr Throughout this
process they must be protected from the many dartgat lie on their
path.

The purpose of apostles, prophets, evangelistsphehgs and
teachers is to bring spiritual babies from spitit@ception to spiritual
maturity.

Are these five ministries available to us today?e Athey
functioning in our churches? Are they there, butnegsognised? Or did
they become redundant, as some people believe, thteBible was
completed and the church became established?

We'll look at them one by one and try to understdineim a bit
more, but first we will note that Jesus himselfreis=d all five of these
ministries.

Jesus
Please read the following passages about Jesus.

* “Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a habgve
calling, consider Jesus, tlapostle and high priest of our
confession’(Heb 3:1). Jesus was apostle.

o *“..Jesus of Nazareth, a man who wagraphet mighty in
deed and word before God and all the peofileke 24:19).
Jesus was prophet.

 “l am the goodshepherd” (John 10:11). Jesus was a
shepherd.

 “Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a

teacher” (John 3:2). Jesus wagseacher.

Does this mean that every believer is a prophet?NNist people
will receive simple messages from God mainly fantiselves. A few
people will receive more powerful and important ssgges and bring
these messages to many others. These people witbpbets.

Prophets will bring messages of encouragement orecton,
maybe just for their church, maybe for their aremybe for all the
believers in their country.

Prophets may also bring messages about the fubae knows the
future but we do not. He is able to speak to higpbpets and tell them
what they need to know. They can then warn his leetopprepare them
for what is coming.

Apostles

The English wordapostle comes directly from the Greek word
amootolog (apostolos), which mearssmeone who has been sent. The
English word missionary originally had a similaraneng.

After his resurrection Jesus appeared to his dexipnd said,
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, sgenam sending
you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on thensaiddo them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit(John(20:21

God the Father sent Jesus into this world. All fgospels,
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, as well as the boblAais, contain
Jesus’ instructions to the apostles to go intahel world to teach and
preach and make disciples.

Apostles are the most important of the five mimesir They are
often sent to places where no one has even heardamme of Jesus.
They will also exercise other ministries. Obviousiiey must also be
evangelists. They must be able to preach the gosgelople who know
nothing about Jesus.

Paul wrote to the Corinthians about the signs obpostle:“The
signs of a true apostle were performed among ydl utmost patience,
with signs and wonders and mighty work2'Cor 12:12). Paul himself
had a powerful ministry. He saw people healed atdrse from evil



Prophets

Prophets are the only ministry of the five that wco the Old
Testament. From the beginning to the end of then@Tmeet prophets.
The first was Enoch and the last was Malachi. Forenthan 2000 years
God spoke to his people through these prophets.

God spoke to these prophets in two main ways.

Firstly, God spoke to them with words. We read mibr@n 100
times “the word of the Lord came to Isaiah”, “the woodl the Lord
came to Jeremiahétc. He gave them messages that they should speak
to his people.

Secondly, God spoke to prophets in visions. Ezekaniel and
Zechariah all saw many visions.

A prophet is someone who hears from God and thesgsaon a
message to the people.

In Old Testament times prophets were very speaabple. They
were the few people who were able to hear the voicgod and bring
messages from him to the people. But in the Newahesnt, on the day
of Pentecost, a wonderful thing happened. God mborg his spirit
upon all flesh, not just on a few special peopld, &n everyone who
believed.

Peter quoted these words from the prophet Jéeld in the last
days it shall be, God declares, that | will pout my Spirit on all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall propheslyyaar young men
shall see visions, and your old men shall dreanardse even on my
male servants and female servants in those daydl peur out my
Spirit, and they shall prophes(Acts 2:17,18).

In the Old Covenant God spoke to his people (thves)ehrough
prophets. In the New Covenant he speaks directty @arsonally to
each believer. Anyone who believes, young or oldjemor female,
educated or illiterate, can receive words and usioom God.

* “The Spirit of the Lord is on Me, because He hasi@ted
Me to preach good news to (evangelise) the poor(Luke
4:18) Jesus was avangelist.

Clearly, Jesus exercised all five of these mirestrHe received no
human training on how to be an apostle or prophang other of these
ministries. He did everything through the power &atling of the Holy
Spirit.

When he ascended into heaven, in addition to sgnttia Holy
Spirit, he also gave these five ministries to therch. As in the case of
Jesus, none of these ministries come through rabitity or human
training. No Bible college or theological seminagn train you to be an
apostle. All of these ministries are gifts fromuesnd can only come
through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Evangelists

Before his ascension Jesus appeared to his 11 memalisciples
and gave them his famous last instructidi®o into all the world and
preach the gospel to (evangelise) every crea(iMaik 16:15).

Many people believe and teach that Jesus givestmsnand, not
only to his 11 disciples, but to all his followdws all time including to
us. | believed this myself for many years. But khagain! Jesus had
already prepared and trained these 11 men for task. He had
previously sent them out with the instructiofideal the sick, raise the
dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demo(étt 10:8). He had already
equipped them with powel3ehold, | have given you authority to tread
on serpents and scorpions, and over all the poWwéneoenemy, and
nothing shall hurt you(Luke 10:9). Most of us have not had this kind
of preparation and are not called to be evangelists

Every true believer can give a testimony of what®as done in
his life, but not every believer is called to beesangelist.

Peter was the most powerful evangelist in the Nestdment. He
spoke on the day of Pentecost and 3000 peoplevbdlieis words and
were baptised.



Evangelists are people who have received a spgifiand calling.
A few, like Billy Graham, will have powerful inteational ministries
and lead many people to faith in Jesus. Most vaildhsmaller but still
valuable ministries in their local area.

Evangelistsneed the gifts of healing and casting out evil itpir
When unbelievers see these signs they will believe.

Shepherds - Pastors

Jesus said] am the good shepherq¢Jdohn 10:11)The Greek word
(rownv) translatedshepherd is the same Greek word that in most
English versions is translatgestor in Eph 4:11 (the passage we are
considering). In old English the wordbkepherd and pastor had the
same meaning. In modern English a shepherd is awhanooks after
sheep and a pastor is the leader of a church.

In the New Testament, churches were never led amdby a single
person called a pastor. They were led by a groupladrs. When the
Roman Catholic Church rose to dominance, gradualhgrything
changed. Almost all churches came to have a sileglder who was
called a priest. After the Reformation, most Priatets denominations
kept the idea of single leadership but changed |¢ga€gler’s title to
minister or pastor.

The ministry of a shepherd is nothing to do withngea church
leader. Jesus himself was not a church leader.

Shepherds are people who care for their sheep. pragct them
and feed them. They are motivated by love.

Jesus, the model shepherd, sdidm the good shepherd. The good
shepherd lays down his life for the she@pshn 14:11).

The ministry of a shepherd is a personal ministke read that
Jesus'calls his own sheep by nam@John 10:3). Shepherds must know
their sheep individually and personally and loventhand care for them.

One shepherd in each church is not enough. Sonmeeped! have
a strong shepherd ministry and care for many shet#yers will have a

smaller shepherd ministry and maybe they will dargust two or three
new believers.

After his resurrection Jesus especially gave alsdreling ministry
to Peter. His parting words to him wéfeeed my sheep(John 21:20).

Teachers

Nicodemus came to Jesus and sdwrdibbi, we know that you are a
teacher come from God, for no one can do these $igtt you do unless
God is with him”(John 3:2). Jesus was a teacher, but he was nible B
teacher. Jesus did not need to teach the scripbaasuse his followers
already knew them. They heard the scriptures rgadyeSabbath in the
synagogue. Jesus explained the scriptures. He dpgméheir hidden
meaning.

After his resurrection Jesus joined two disciples tbe road to
Emmaus. We readAnd beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he
interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the thicgncerning himself’
(Luke 24:27). These disciples knew all about Mozeed the prophets,
but they only understood the literal meaning of $lueiptures. They had
no idea that these scriptures pointed to JesusyManople these days
are in the same position. They know the Bible wblif they only
understand its literal meaning.

Apart from Jesus, Paul was the best teacher iftN&ve Testament.
Before Paul met Jesus on the road to Damascugdm a lot of time
studying the Scriptures (the Old Testament). Henktleese Scriptures
very well, but he only understood their literal meg. After his
conversion, he did not go to Peter, as we mighelepected, to learn
about the Scriptures; instead he went to God. Gade ghim a
completely new understanding of the Old Testameamiptires. Paul
received revelation through the Holy Spirit. Thigd chot happen
overnight, but took several years. After this hes\ahle to write letters
to the Romans and to others, sharing the reveldtianGod had given
him. Paul was a gift from Jesus to the church.

We need teachers who have personally received atewel and
understanding from God.



